The Crisis
Each party in this controversy assumes that its
own force will be successful. Force is the method
proposed; but it is assumed by anyone who
appeals to force that his own force is superior to his
opponent's; for no one willingly enters a battle
which he knows he will lose. The risks of a
gambler are always conceived by him to be in
his favour.
Civil war is not advocated by anyone. Victory of
"the right side/* not war, is desired, whenever
dictatorship is praised; and it is not too clearly
admitted that the only method of obtaining a victory
is a war. In every large community there are some
vigorous and not too intellectual men and women
who really prefer fighting, perhaps from an uncon-
scious feeling that they are better at that than they
are at reasoning. But even the bellicose say that war
is for the sake of peace. It is always "the other fellow"
who began it! But even outside the small circle of
bellicose women and men the appeal to force has a
certain attractiveness in moments of general excite-
ment. A declaration of war relieves the ordinary
man from the trouble of thinking about the issues
in dispute. The confusion of different opinions is
swept aside; and the majority have the satisfaction
of feeling that their duty at last is clear. They must
fight. Even in issues which divide parties or groups
within a nation, it is a relief for most people not to
have to discuss their opinions with their opponents.
And if the issue is deeply felt, it is easy to believe
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